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TURNED AWAY A JOURNAL SENTINEL WATCHDOG UPDATE 


Bill would require diversion reports 


National data lacking on 
turned-away ambulances 


John Diedrich milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


All hospitals across the country 
would have to report when they close 
their doors to ambulances or may even- 
tually face federal funding cuts, under a 
bill introduced Thursday in Congress. 

The bill, authored by U.S. Rep. Bobby 
Rush, D-Ill., would also direct federal 
health officials to study ambulance di- 
version and report back to Congress on 


ideas to reduce the prac- 
tice. 

The bill comes as the 
Milwaukee Journal Sen- 
tinel continues to investi- 
gate the decades-old 
practice, in which hospi- 
tals can turn away ambu- 
lances when hospital officials declare 
their emergency rooms are too crowd- 
ed. 

While some emergency room doctors 
and nurses argue diversion is an impor- 
tant safety valve, researchers have 
found the tactic doesn’t solve over- 
crowding long term as it simply shifts 


Rush 


patients to other hospitals that soon be- 
come overrun themselves. 

Emergency room overcrowding is 
driven by more than the number of pa- 
tients coming into an ER, but rather by 
bottlenecks elsewhere in the hospital. 
Ten years ago, Massachusetts banned 
diversion. Hospitals improved the effi- 
ciency of their operations and did not 
face the chaos some predicted. 

Another factor in crowded ERs is the 
longtime practice of scheduling lucra- 
tive elective surgeries early in the week, 
which takes up beds. Indeed, a Journal 
Sentinel analysis of available data 
found hospital ERs are more likely to be 


closed on Mondays and Tuesdays. 

Diversion puts patients at risk, as 
ambulances are sometimes turned 
away from hospitals that can provide 
the best, fastest care. The impact of di- 
version falls hardest on minority pa- 
tients and those who are older, poorer 
and sicker, studies have shown. 

Rush’s district includes part of Chi- 
cago, where some well-known hospitals 
have frequently turned away ambu- 
lances in recent years, with regulators in 
Illinois doing little in response, the Jour- 
nal Sentinel found. 


See DIVERSIONS, Page 6A 


Meet the Chiefs fan group 
living in Packers country 


A group of Milwaukee-area Kansas City Chiefs fans meets at Buffalo Wild Wings in Brookfield for every game. SUBMITTED 


A chance encounter 
spawns 150 members 


Hannah Kirby 


Now News Group 


As you probably saw (and were re- 
minded of over-and-over again on 
your Facebook News Feed), the Green 
Bay Packers lost this year’s NFC cham- 
pionship game. 

But there’s a group of more than 150 
Wisconsinites that couldn't be more 
thrilled for the Super Bowl this week- 


end. 

They may live in Packers territory, 
but they’re not cheeseheads. 

They’re a group of Milwaukee-area 
Kansas City Chiefs fans organized by 
Josh Kingsley of West Allis, and a 
handful of other locals who bleed red 
and gold. 

Their team will take on the San 
Francisco 49ers in Super Bowl LIV 
Sunday in Miami. 

“Tm so excited, just over the moon 
excited,” Kingsley said. 

“Across the moon and back,” added 
his 6-year-old daughter Vivian, whose 


favorite player is quarterback Patrick 
Mahomes. 

Kingsley grew up in Hays, Kansas, 
where loyalties were split between the 
Chiefs and the Denver Broncos. 

His dedication has always been to 
the Chiefs, though, even when he 
moved to Wisconsin for work in 2008. 

“A lot of my early memories of being 
a Chiefs fan are watching them lose big 
games in bad fashion,’ Kingsley 
laughed. 

He recalled Lin Elliott missing three 


See CHIEFS, Page 7A 


Deputy investigated in deadly crash 


MPS official killed when 
squad car hit his vehicle 


Daniel Bice and Ashley Luthern 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Investigators are focused on what 
may have caused a Milwaukee County 
sheriff’s deputy to run a red light when 
his squad car collided with another ve- 
hicle on Saturday, killing a Milwaukee 
Public Schools lobbyist, sources say. 

Milwaukee County Deputy Joel 
Streicher, 50, is on administrative 
leave while the Milwaukee Police De- 
partment investigates the downtown 
accident that killed Ceasar Stinson, a 


47-year-old community 
activist and MPS offi- 
cial. 

Sources have said in- 
vestigators are interest- 
ed in whether Streicher 
may have been preoccu- 
pied at the time of the 


Streicher 


crash. 

Last year, Streicher was the subject 
of media attention when he pleaded 
guilty to a disorderly conduct charge 
after he was caught up ina prostitution 
sting. Streicher was ordered to pay a 
$250 fine and submit a DNA sample af- 
ter agreeing to a plea deal. 

Prior to that, Streicher was a highly 
regarded, 23-year veteran of the Mil- 
waukee County Sheriff’s Office, having 


served as a detective, member of the 
SWAT team and commander of the K-9 
units for the agency. 

In 2018, he was given the David De- 
mos Award — named for a deputy who 
was killed in the line of duty by a drun- 
ken driver — by then-Acting Sheriff 
Richard Schmidt for his career 
achievements. Schmidt said Streicher 
was responsible for 185 felony arrests 
since 2002, “delivering a significant 
blow to the criminal element in Mil- 
waukee County over the years.” 

Streicher did not return calls, and 
no one answered the door at his house 
when the Journal Sentinel went there 
Thursday. 


See CRASH, Page 6A 


Trial edges 
on before 
vote on 
witnesses 


Roberts declines to read 
Ky. senator’s question 
to expose whistleblower 


Lisa Mascaro, Eric Tucker 
and Zeke Miller 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON - President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial lurched into 
a final day of questions and answers 
Thursday before a crucial vote on calling 
witnesses — even as attention focused 
on a Trump attorney’s controversial de- 
fense and a Republican senator’s effort 
to expose the whistleblower who start- 
ed the impeachment probe. 

The vote on witnesses, expected Fri- 
day, could lead to an abrupt end of the 
trial with the expected acquittal. Or it 
could bring weeks more of argument 
and then testimony from former nation- 
al security adviser John Bolton and oth- 
ers. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell opened Thursday’s session 
bracing for an attempt by Sen. Rand 
Paul of Kentucky to expose the name of 
the still anonymous whistleblower in 
the public trial. McConnell urged re- 
straint by his colleagues. 

But to no avail. 

Paul quickly rose to put forward one 
of the first questions of the day, drawing 
a long pause in the chamber as Chief 
Justice John Roberts looked over the 
submission. 

Said Roberts: “The presiding officer 
declines to read the question as submit- 
ted.” 

The chief justice, who plays the rare 
role of fielding questions during the im- 
peachment trial, had communicated 
through his staff to McConnell’s office 
that he did not want to read the whistle- 
blower’s name, according to a Republi- 
can unauthorized to discuss the private 
conversation and granted anonymity. 

Paul promised to press on. His office 
said the senator believes “it is crucial 
the American people get the full story on 
what started the Democrats’ push to im- 
peach President Donald Trump.” 

Senators faced eight hours Thursday 
of final questions ahead of Friday’s ex- 
pected votes. 

In a day-after tweet, Trump attorney 
Alan Dershowitz, the defense attorney 
and former college professor, com- 
plained about the portrayal of his testi- 
mony Wednesday night that a presi- 
dent, if he believes his reelection is in 
the “national interest,” is essentially im- 
mune from impeachment for actions in 
support of that idea. 

That argument left even some of 


See TRIAL, Page 8A 


Hill a mentor on and off the court 


The Bucks have made mentoring a pillar 
of their community involvement, and 
George Hill is a champion of it. Inside, 3A 


Kohler to pay $20M settlement 


Environmental Protection Agency finds 


company violated small engines 
emissions in California. Inside, 3A 


Weather 


High 36° I Low 29° 
Cloudy. 
Forecast, 8E 


Volume 138 | Issue 77 

Home delivery pricing inside 

Subscribe 844-900-7103 

©2020 City & suburbs $2.50 
$2.50 and higher elsewhere 


7 31544" 105004 


